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Vessels are inseparable from their contents. In the 

Information Age, the printed artifact is 
distinguished by its physicality: 

shape, texture, color, weight. This is one reason 

architects love books. Pidgin’s object quality is central 

to its design and production. Calling attention to 

this (and maybe poking fun at the monograph-as-

monument), “Object Issue” reduces the publication 

to a set of material properties. Pairing a monolithic 

material with digital fabrication techniques, the issue 

declares not only that form is content, but that, within 

an architectural discourse, materiality can 
speak volumes. And for the functionalists, it 

makes a nice bookend.


